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Outline Position 

  Cisco is enthusiastic about the concept behind the Linux Foundation 
SPDX initiative:  

“A standardized record for exchanging license information for copyrightable 
software between entities in the Supply Chain” 

  Wide adoption requires a clear roadmap that addresses the use cases 
of the Supply Chain and the Open Source Community. 

  Cisco proposes accelerating discussion of future direction to help attract 
companies who have supply chain challenges by creating a clear vision 
and direction for SPDX with a roadmap that extends beyond 1.0 
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From  SPDX 1.0 to Future 
Functionality SPDX 1.x SPDX 2.x and beyond 
Ability to implement SPDX We can not accept 1.x from our suppliers.  We are not able 

to provide it to our consumers. 
Provide a simple, clear, reliable, solution to address real use 
cases in the supply chain. 

Scope Narrow: Provides a forensic record representing a non-
verifiable, non-authoritative opinion about a single point in 
the supply chain. 

Broad: Provides a mechanism for parties in the supply chain to 
exchange information about what they’ve received and what 
they are providing. 
Allows for trustworthy starting point to propagate through the 
supply chain. 

SW BOMs 
(Hierarchy & Aggregation) 

Can’t express a software BOM, only a single package. Express a software BOM, an arbitrarily complex or simple 
collection of copyrightable things. 

Provenance Can’t verify who said what when.  It’s hard to derive 
support from the supply chain. 

Can verify who said what when and provenance of SPDX data.  
Can derive trust from the supply chain. 

Consuming, Consolidating, and 
Commenting in the Supply Chain 

No plan for how a party consumes other party’s data, 
comments on it, and passes it on to another party while 
preserving provenance data. 

Clarity about consuming, consolidating, and commenting on 
SPDX data before passing it off to next supply chain partner. 

Adoption and Forward/Backward 
Compatibility 

May facilitate early adoption, but may lead to overall 
rejection if presented to users with moderate to complex 
supply chain needs. 
 
Unnecessarily complex 

Backward compatibility constraints from 1.x detrimental to key 
functionalities in 2.0. Need to think about evolution. 
 
 
Simpler and  easier to scale. 


